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Prayer on the Day of Tragedy

ord Jesus, one day we stood tall and strong, reaching to the
highest heavens, anchored here on earth ...
A glorious morning! Sun so bright! Then darkness, fire and fall.

We did not see evil come nor suspect it so close, suspect it could take
our lives, and even grind our dignity into the ground!

But here, where earth shakes, where the human spirit quakes, your
death, life and resurrection itself transforms tragedy.

Help us now to turn completely to you, to know our own sin and
temptations, to be ready to reach out and heal, to forgive, mourn, and
seek your justice.

Bless those who have died and bring healing to the injured, comfort the
survivors and give strength to the rescuers. Lead us and our leaders on
the paths of compassion.

Help us be less afraid and give us the courage to work for peace and
truth in our world, that with you we may rise again to unimagined
heights.

Through your Father’s love and the power of the Spirit. Amen.

Reverend Brad Schoeberle, CSP
Missionary Society of St. Paul the Apostle

A Missionary Response to the U.S.
Military Action Against Terrorism

The United States Catholic Mission Association (USCMA),
representing Catholic missionaries within and outside our country,
considers it appropriate and necessary to speak a word about our
government’s response to terrorism. While we do not presume to reflect
the views of each one of the 5,883 lay, religious and priests serving in
mission areas, USCMA serves as the umbrella organization and national
clearinghouse for nearly 700 Catholic mission-sending groups in the
United States.  Missioners gain a profound understanding and
appreciation for the peoples and cultures where they live and minister.
Their horizons become expanded as they experience life at the side of
less fortunate people and view U.S. society from that unique vantage

point. Continued on Page 3
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From The Director
Rosanne Rustemeyer, SSND

I am reminded by a colleague that key to mission is the ability to
be flexible, the willingness to be interrupted, the readiness to let go
of agendas and efficient plans. The events of September 11 and
the developments of the following weeks have served to interrupt
our lives sending us this Advent in search of peace for our own
minds and hearts. We wait with our sisters and brothers as we
“implore from God the gift of reciprocal understanding, harmony
and peace.” (JPII, Angeles Prayer of Sunday November 18) Fides
#4274, p. 668.

We are giving thanks for membership participation in the 2001
Conference and Annual Meeting held in Memphis. Registrants
numbered 175 with 45 participants in the pre-conference seminar

n “partnering for mission.” Regarding the vote on the proposed
resolutions that were mailed to you in October, the two on banning
landmines and on African Debt & HIV/AIDS carried
overwhelmingly. There was a recommendation to rework the third
resolution, a statement on the September 11 happenings. The
rewrite is included in this issue.

The 2002 Conference and Annual Meeting will be held in Raleigh,
NC, with the theme Inter-religious Dialogue and Mission. Mark
your calendar for the last weekend of October.

Congratulations to recently elected Bishop Gregory Aymond of the
Diocese of Austin, chosen to chair the Committee on World
Mission. I thank current Bishop Curtis Guillory of the Diocese of
Beaumont for his leadership and especially for his contribution to
the success of Mission Congress 2000.

This fall, Sharon McQuate began ministry in pastoral care at Our
Lady of Bellefonte Hospital in Ashland, KY. I thank her for her
four years of service with USCMA. The staff welcomes Sr. Marie
Stelmach, OP, whom many of you met in Memphis.

Our 20" Anniversary Endowment Campaign was launched by the
Board at our annual meeting. Sr. Betty Scanlon, RSM, is directing
the campaign. More information on ways you can help is
forthcoming!

May this Advent bring peace!

Congratulations to Recipient of
Vatican II Award For Service to Mission

Sr. Angelyn Dries, OSF, recently received the 2001 Vatican II
Award for Distinguished Service to Missions. During the
prayer gathering in Milwaukee, Archbishop Weakland, OSB,
recognized Sr. Angelyn for her contributions to the study of
mission history and the role of women in missions in the US.
She wrote The American Catholic Missionary Movement,
sponsored by the USCMA, which opened a new field in
Catholic studies.

“She has a gentle and wonderful attitude toward everything
and her work has been very important to Korean women in the
Milwaukee area,” said Archbishop Weakland during the award
presentation.

The 15 recipients of the Vatican II Award for Distinguished
Service were chosen because they exemplify the Second
Vatican Council’s vision of laity, sisters and priests working
together to make unique contributions to the mission of Christ.

USCMA New Staff Member

Sr. Marie Stelmach, OP, began ministry
with USCMA in October as Associate
Director of Operations. Sr. Marie comes
to us with the heart of a missionary, having
served in Bolivia and the Caribbean. Most
recently, she served in prison ministry with the Pauhst Fathers
and as staff chaplain with the federal government. Sr. Marie
spent many years in education and in catechesis both in
parishes and on the diocesan level.  She is a graduate of
Dominican University in River Forest, IL, of Newark
Archdiocesan Seminary in NJ and of Seton Hall University.

We welcome Sr. Marie who is originally from Baltimore, MD.
She has a penchant for countries and cultures and enjoys
listening to folk music from around the world, cooking a
variety of ethnic dishes, and studying customs and art
expressions from around the globe.

NN
USCMA Staff

Rosanne Rustemeyer, SSND, Executive Director
Kevin Francis Day, Associate Director

Marie Stelmach, OP, Associate Director for Operations
Anne Louise Von Hoene, MMS, Accountant/Admin.Assist.

Questions/comments re: meetings & conferences

Questions/comments re: Mission Update/ Current Topics

rrustemeyer@uscatholicmission.org
kday@uscatholicmission.org
mstelmach@uscatholicmission.org
vonhoene@uscatholicmission.org

meetings@uscatholicmission.org
news(@uscatholicmission.org

Website: www.uscatholicmission.org
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A Missionary Response to U.S. Military Action Against Terrorism

Continued from Page 1
From this missionary perspective we are compelled to express our grave
concern over what is happening as a result of our nation’s choice to
employ military approaches to combating the terrorism which did unspeakable
harm in New York, Washington, DC, and indeed across our country on
September 11. Though the stated purpose of the bombing is to seek out
terrorists and those aligned with the terrorists, lives of innocent Afghan
citizens are being placed in mortal peril. The placing of innocent Afghan lives
in jeopardy is not a just solution to the loss of innocent American lives on that
infamous day. Consistent with our Church’s pro-life conviction, we deeply
respect the lives of people half way around the world who are perishing daily
under the current American bombardment.

In addition, our concern extends to
the thousands of refugees resulting
from our bombing and their dreadful
plight in Afghanistan as the attacks
continue. Winter draws on and relief
organizations find themselves increasingly unable to help the refugees.
Caritas in Afghanistan has estimated that between 5.5 and 7.5 million people
are at risk and in dire need of food. The relief workers, who for weeks now
have pleaded with the United States to cease the bombing, are themselves
missioners and we find ourselves most sensitive to their anguish over the
plight of the refugees.

Catholic Social Teaching places
increased emphasis on solidarity
with the people who suffer.

Catholic Social Teaching, as articulated in the last three decades principally
by Pope John Paul II, places increased emphasis on solidarity with those who
suffer. The Pope has followed his own teaching with regard to this “war”
against terrorism, calling for other means besides military actions to bring
terrorists to justice.

We look for moral
fortitude from our
Church leaders.

s recently as his midday prayer on November 3,
the Holy Father issued a cry from the heart, as he
entrusted Afghanistan to the maternal protection of the

Most Holy Virgin: “May Mary, Queen of Peace, help

all to lay down their arms and to finally begin resolutely on the path toward a
just and lasting peace.” Similarly, Archbishop Renato Martino, the Vatican’s
permanent observer at the United Nations, spoke to the Plenary Council of
that organization: ‘“Reprisals, which strike indiscriminately at the innocent,
continue the spiral of violence and are illusory solutions that prevent the moral
isolation of the terrorists.” In all such statements, John Paul II and the Vatican
have exhibited consistent and courageous leadership.

We look now for similar examples of moral
fortitude from our Church leaders as they call
the Catholic faithful and all Americans to
respect life. The need for dialogue and
diplomacy seems to be ever more urgent.

Statement from the
United States Catholic Mission Association
November 8, 2001

Sadiq greets Pakistan mother
and child.

Hacia El CAM-2/
Towards CAM-3

he document resulting from the

Synod of the Americas (1997),
Ecclesia En American, challenged the
Church in North, Central and South
American to work more closely
together.

For mission, what has been known as
the Congress for Mission for Latin
American (COMLA), is evolving into
the American Missionary Congress
(CAM), meeting every 4 years.

In 1999, CAM-1 was held in Parafia,
Argentina. Over 30 representatives
from the United States attended. The
Plans for CAM-2, 2003, are underway.
A second planning session took place
in Guatemala City from November 19-
23. USCMA was pleased to receive an

invitation from the coordinating
commission.
Kevin Day, USCMA’s associate

director, and Rev. Jack Moynahan,
MM, represented USCMA. Rev.
Raymond Kirk attended as the official
representative of the Pontifical Mission
Societies in the U.S. Mr. Richard
Bureson from the Diocese of San
Diego Mission Office accompanied Fr.
Raymond.

The week was filled with prayer,
listening to stories of success and
concern told by our brothers and sisters
of  their  missionary  activities,
presentations,  testimonies,  panels
focusing on the affluence of religious
sects, immigration policies, the
influence of mass communications,
ecumenism, globalizations and culture.
Time was also set aside for small group
discussion centering around specific
themes related to the family and local
parish.

All the delegates stayed with local
families and participated in evening

programs in their respective parishes.
Continued on Page 4
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