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The w or ld  is a glob al village: an  all t oo  f am iliar  exp ression  o f  our  t im es. We observe it , w e 

dep lo re it , o r  p ossib ly, w e rejo ice in  it . From  t he m om en t  som eone else’s w ays of  being 

and  do ing in t ersect  our  lives m ore and  m ore, very closely even , t hat  perso n  ceases t o  be 

a st ranger  and  p ro f oundly challenges t he w ay w e look upon  h im  o r  her . 

Every in t ernat ional m eet ing of  our  congregat ions, chap t ers o r  o t her , alw ays ends by 

list ing a f ew  p r io r it ies. They are p roposed  t o  all our  relig ious f am ilies as necessary avenues 

f o r  updat ing our  f ait h f ulness. Now adays, t he quest ion  of  in t ernat ional so lidar it y, if  no t  

un iversal so lidar it y, has becom e par t  o f  t he m ovem en t  of  a hum an it y t hat , seeing w hat  is 

happen ing, is no t  qu it e sure w here it  w ill lead . The consequences are st ar ing us in  t he 

f ace and  t he m eans seem  t o  have slipped  t hrough  t he hands of  our  lead ers. Wh ile w e 

canno t  change t he realit y o f  t he global village, w e can  cer t ain ly p rom o t e values in  w h ich  

t he f u t ure belongs t o  t hose w ho  choose t o  w elcom e it  as anyt h ing but  inevit ab le.  

Aw aken ing t o  t he Incult urat ion  o f  Lif e  

The successive t raged ies and  calls f o r  aid  are conveyed  t h rough  t he channel o f  so lidar it y 

bet w een  hum ans so  t hat  t he result s are no t  t em porary. Let ’s keep  our  cheque books in  

hand , som e say. “The w ho le issue of  so lidar it y has a st rong scen t  o f  cash , does it  no t ?” 

t hey add . So  w e have no  cho ice: w hat  do  w e cut  back on  in  o rder  t o  g ive m ore?  

Adop t ing t h is perspect ive on  t he call f o r  great er  so lidar it y is t o  p lace oneself  in  t he log ic 

o f  need : a call, a response. The ru les are clear : a dono r  and  a recip ien t ; t hose w ho  dare t o  

seek aid  and  t hose w ho  agree o r  no t  t o  respond . And  w hat  if  t he call t o  develop  un iversal 

and  in t ernat ional so lidar it y m ade us t ranscend  t he level o f  needs and  so lut ions t o  enab le 

us t o  aw aken  even  m ore t o  w hat  is im p lied  by t he incu lt urat ion  o f  t he g if t  o f  lif e in  a 

b roader  realit y, t hat  w h ich  goes beyond  our  im m ed iat e, all w h ile includ ing us! Doesn ’t  

incu lt urat ion  rep resen t  t he m eet ing o f  d if f eren t  cu lt ures, a recip rocal m ovem en t , an 

exchange, a shar ing?  

We can  reph rase t he challenge o f  so lidar it y by saying t hat  it  is t o  develop  a sense of  

respon sib ilit y t hat  d raw s on  a larger  sense o f  belong ing and  generat es, t heref o re, a 

d if f eren t  w ay o f  add ressing all o f  our  needs and  p rovid ing app ro p r iat e so lut ions.  

It  is, u lt im at ely, t he d iscovery o f  a new  f o rm  o f  belonging. The sam e as bef o re but  now  

w it h  a b roader  sense, all p ro t ect ive bar r iers lif t ed . A w ho le w it hout  d ist inct ion? Cer t ain ly 

no t ! But  a w ho le w it h  d if f eren t  charact er ist ics, o rgan ised , f unct ional, f o r  w h ich  w e all 

bear  a com m on responsib ilit y. Consequen t ly, hum an  and  f inan cial resources are shared . 

The d iscovery of  a new  f o rm  of  belonging and  connect edness is t he expect ed  result .  

The Found at ions o f  Un iversal So lid ar it y  

Th is call f o r  great er  in t ernat ional so lidar it y calls in t o  quest ion  our  percep t ion  o f  

ourselves: Is t he w or ld  com m un it y no t h ing m ore t han  t he sum  of  it s par t s? Should  it  no t  

rat her  be descr ibed  as a dynam ic space, a m ovem en t  f rom  w h ich  em erged  m uch  needed  

suppo r t  and  an  overall responsib ilit y in  relat ion  t o  t he g if t  o f  lif e and  it s r iches em bod ied  

in  var ious cu lt ures?  



 

 

In t ernat ional so lidar it y is based  on  recogn it ion and  it  est ab lishes an  in t er relat ionsh ip  t hat  

p laces each  person as sub ject  and  act o r  in  charge o f  our  loyalt y t o  t he co llect ive f u t ure. 

Basically, t h is so lidar it y challenges our  t rad it ional w ays o f  do ing t h ings by recogn ising 

f rom  t he out set  every hum an com m un it y, it s h ist o ry, cu lt ure and  t he m yst ery of  t he 

incu lt urat ion  of  God ’s p lan  in  it . Th us, a f ru it f u l d ialogue and  healt hy conf ron t at ion  t hat  

f ost er  m ut ual grow t h  are est ab lished . The result  is en r ichm en t  f o r  us and  f o r  t he w or ld  t o  

w h ich  w e are sen t . Th is t ype o f  recogn it ion  changes, by def in it ion , t he posit ion  o f  t he 

en t it ies and  creat es a par t nersh ip  t hat  can no  longer  w it hst and  classif icat ion  in t o  

super io rs and  in f er io rs. One’s exper ience is renew ed  t h rough  con t act  w it h  t he energy of  

o t hers and  hope is gat hered  as a g if t  t hat  opens hear t s and  renew s our  m ission .  

Th inking o f  in t ernat ional so lidar it y in  t erm s of  an  in t er relat ion  w here peop le are sub ject s, 

act o rs and  leaders allow s each  person  t o  suppo r t , ask, g ive, and  r eceive. The result  is an  

alt ruism  assured  o f  t he con t r ibut ion of  o t hers. One-w ay so lidar it y is dom inat ion , it  is 

im per ialism . Conversely, receiving is f irst  being p repared  t o  g ive. Mut ual recogn it ion  is 

t he b ir t h  o f  an  egalit ar ian  in t er relat ionsh ip  and  opens us t o  a closer  read ing o f  t he signs 

o f  t he Sp ir it , o f  it s act ion  in  our  w o rld  and  t he calls it  sends us. These ar e t he challenges 

o f  in t ernat ional so lidar it y!  

Af t er  all, if  w e put  aw ay our  check book and  allow  ourselves be m oved  by t he p r incip les 

o f  in t ernat ional and  un iversal so lidar it y, w e realize, t hen , t hat  it  o f f ers us a new  f ut ure. It  

encourages t he creat ion  o f  a net w ork of  aw are m en  and  w om en , responsib le and  

det erm ined  d iscip les, w illing t o  w o rk closely w it h  o t hers, w ho  are d if f eren t , t o  bu ild  t he 

Kingdom  of  God . Is t hat  no t  a f ru it  o f  Ch r ist ian  un it y? Well beyond  t he review  o f  our 

m et hods, alt hough  unavo id ab le, in t ernat ional so lidar it y is a p r iv ileged  pat h  t o  conversion 

and  hum an  m at ur it y in  view  of  an  even  m ore m ean ingf ul par t icipat ion  t o  t he chal lenges 

o f  t he w or ld .  

If  a link exist s bet w een  us and  o t hers, it  is by cho ice t hat  w e call it  so lidar it y and  by 

convict ion  t hat  w e m ake it  a p lace w here t he f u t ure is possib le.  
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